City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes

Bixby Municipal Building
111 N. Cabaniss Ave., Bixby, OK 74008
March 24, 2025 at 5:00 PM

The agenda for the regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council Work Session of the City of Bixby
was posted on the bulletin board at the Bixby Municipal Building,111 N. Cabaniss Avenue, Bixby, OK
74008 on March 21, 2025, on or before 5:00 p.m.

Call to Order

Mayor Girard called the meeting to order at 5:05pm.

Roll Call

Shannon Duran, City Clerk, called the roll, and the following were present:

Members Present
Mayor Girard

Vice Mayor Founds
Councilor Hirshey
Councilor Schultz

Staff Present

Joey Wiedel, City Manager Interim
Shannon Duran, City Clerk

Phil Frazier, City Attorney

Charles Barnes, Finance Director

Bea Aamodt, Public Works Director
Todd Blish, Police Chief

Joe Sherrell, Fire Chief

Bryan Toney, Public Information Officer

Agenda

1) Presentation on FY2026 Budget Overview.

Mayor Girard said Item 1 on the Regular Agenda is up for discussion and consideration.
Item presented by Charles Barnes, Finance Director
Others who spoke:

Mr. Barnes provided council with the 2026 Initial Proposed Budget for 2026 (A copy attached to
these minutes for reference)

Mr Barnes provided the council with an overview of the proposed budget for the year 2026. The
council reviews the proposed budget. Discussions ensued as to changes from the current budget
and proposed changes to the budget allocation for sales tax collection and how it is allocated to
each fund. Council had no further questions.

2) Discussion and presentation of city participation in trash ROW cleanup.
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3)

4)

Mayor Girard said Item 1 on the Regular Agenda is up for discussion and consideration.
Item presented by Joey Wiedel, City Manager
Others who spoke: Bea Aamodt, Public Works Director

City Manager Joey Wiedel thanks citizens for their willingness to pick up trash and keep the
community clean. HOA and activitist tin the communities who have been organizing trash cleanup
and look at talked about having the community service personal that are scehudle has been
helping with parks but could possibly be to where they could be used to assist with pick up in other
areas. Seeking feedback from Council purchase or rent a roll off dumpster that would be stored
behind locked gate and start a permit for organizations to allow them to dispose of trash.
Discussions ensued. Council maybe police or patrol car can be there for protection and provide
the person doing community service with a vest for safety. Discussion that possible signage.
Further discussions ensued as to the possibility of renting dumpsters from local companies and
possible areas of placement. Mr Wiedel thanks council and will gather the ideas presented and
bring this item back at a later date

Presentation of GO! Plan - Bicycle/Pedestrian Regional Master Plan by the Indian Nations
Council of Governments (INCOG).

Mayor Girard said Item 3 on the Regular Agenda is up for discussion and consideration.
Item presented by Bea Aamodt, Public Works Director
Others who spoke: John Tankard, INCOG

Handout provided to the council for their review. (Attached to these minutes for reference)

Ms. Aamodt provides council with a brief overview as to the Project. This project is the plan for a
trail bike path. The City has been working with INCOG to put together a detailed bicycle mapping
connecting local destinations together. John Tankard from INCOG goes over a PowerPoint
presentation and shares an overview of the project. 2025 Plan update- The Plan advisory
committee is made up of representatives from several local communities, revising regional and
local bicycle maps. Council inquires of Mr. Tankard as to possible grants available, connectivity,
and sidewalks for the safety of citizens. Discussion ensued. Mr Tankard leaves a business card and
insists the council reach out if they have any questions. Councilor HIrshey inquires where the City
of Bixby is right now on the gaps in the connectivity on the connectivity study. Mr Tankard states
that Broken Arrow, Sand Springs, and Sperry are connected; however, beyond that several areas
still have gaps.

Discussion regarding Senate Bill 3 which seeks to ban land application of biosolids.

Mayor Girard said Item 1 on the Regular Agenda is up for discussion and consideration.
Item presented by Bea Aamodt, Public Works Director
Others who spoke: None

Handbook provided to the council for review (Attached to these minutes for reference)

Ms. Aamodt states bring the council up to date on an important issue on Senate Bill 3, There were
3 bills, two of which did not advance, but the third one is still alive. This bill seeks to ban the land
application of municipal biosolids. The way that it relates to the City is----- The purpose of this
bill is to stop the contamination related to PFAS, preventing contamination from getting into our
food by stopping the land application. It affects municipalities as they plan to have this in place
by July 2027.

Further discussions ensued on PFAS in plastics and biosolids. Councilor Hirshey states that we
need a logical plan. Ms Aamodt advises Council that Broken Arrow has put a Resolution out
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against the Bill and asks Council to provide feedback to City Manager if they are interested in
making a Resolution after they have had an opportunity to read the packet.

Adjournment

Adjournment was called at 6:05 pm 4
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Handout attachment to item 1 on Work
Session Agenda
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NACWA @)

March 1, 2024
PRESIDENT

Honorable Daniel Didech
Illinois General Assembly
House 59th District

273-S Stratton Office Building

VICE PRESIDENT .
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Representative Didech:

The National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) is writing to express
concerns regarding lllinois HB 5118, the "Sludge Control Act," that would ban the land
application of municipal biosolids. While we appreciate your work to address

TREASURER

constituent concerns regarding sludge management, we want to provide additional
context regarding the benefits of municipal biosolids, how they are regulated, and real-
SECRETARY world examples of unintended consequences that could likely result if the bill is passed.
We would welcome the chance to work with you further on this issue.

NACWA represents the interests of over 350 publicly owned wastewater utilities of all
sizes across the country. Each day these utilities provide the essential service of treating
billions of gallons of our nation's wastewater and managing the millions of tons of
CHIEEEXECUTIVE OFFICER biosolids generated as a byproduct of the wastewater treatment process in a manner
that ensures the continued protection of public health and the environment. NACWA

has 25 clean water agency members in lllinois, serving more than 7.5 million Illinoisans.

Our public clean water utility members are public health and environmental stewards
who have invested billions of ratepayer dollars to comply with the Clean Water Act and
other requirements to improve our nation's water quality. Despite these investments,
NACWA member agencies in lllinois and across the country continue to face challenges
associated with providing affordable clean water and beneficial biosolids, which are
only growing due to emerging concerns over PFAS—which clean water agencies do not
produce, use, or manufacture but are now being called upon to help mitigate and
eliminate from the environment. The mere presence of PFAS in the environment,
although ubiquitous in everyday commercial products, has led to concerns around
biosolids land application though there is no scientific information at the moment on
what concentrations of PFAS in biosolids pose risks to public health or the environment.

In providing essential public services, wastewater treatment facilities have three
management options available to them to handle the immense volume of biosolids
generated daily — land application, landfill disposal, and incineration. Each management
option must be carried out in accordance with strict federal and state rules and
regulations. Land application is the most common practice used in lllinois, with about 70
percent of biosolids generated in the state applied to land as a beneficial soil
amendment. This practice has significant benefits including reducing reliance on more

www.nacwa.org
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costly commercial fertilizers, sequestering carbon, and putting everyday organic matter to beneficial reuse rather than
into a landfill or combusted, both of which generate greenhouse gas emissions. This situation is not unique to lllinois as
nationwide, the majority of municipal biosolids generated are land applied.

Similar legislation to IL HB 5118 enacted in Maine in 2022 created a major challenge for publicly owned wastewater
treatment facilities by eliminating land application and making landfill disposal the only management outlet for utilities
since there is no incineration option in the state. The law led to a surge in demand for landfilling, and coincidentally
occurred alongside a ban on landfilling out-of-state construction debris that helps stabilize and secure landfills that
accept wet municipal biosolids. A resulting biosolids storage emergency forced clean water agencies to transport their
residuals great distances at significant costs. By leading more biosolids to be hauled out of state for land application or
landfilling, the ban also has created additional economic and environmental costs as well as environmental justice
concerns. For these reasons, to our best knowledge similar legislation has yet to be advanced in any other state.

A ban on land application in lllinois will likewise create immediate and lasting challenges to wastewater treatment
agencies in the state. It will also have significant economic impacts both to wastewater utility customers and the
agricultural community that relies on nutrient-rich municipal biosolids. Changes to existing biosolids management
practices need to be enacted carefully and—crucially—be based on assessment of risk and sound science.

The municipally derived biosolids which our members produce are subject to stringent Clean Water Act Section 405
biosolids requirements which outline rigorous treatment requirements, pollutant restrictions, on-site application
guidelines, or regulatory oversight. Notably and importantly, industrial sludges derived from industry-specific or
commercial operations are not subject to the same rigorous requirements.

The Clean Water Act regulations that all municipal biosolids must comply with are based on extensive data, research,
and risk assessment work that resulted in standards that are both protective of human health and the environment and
attainable by clean water utilities using pretreatment requirements and other tools provided by the Act.

With PFAS growing as a national concern, U.S. EPA is currently conducting a biosolids risk assessment for two PFAS
compounds, PFOA and PFOS. This risk assessment is expected to be completed by December 2024. NACWA strongly
believes that this assessment needs to be complete before policymakers impose prohibitions on municipal biosolids
management options at the state or federal level. NACWA is also encouraging U.S. EPA to advance research into other
PFAS treatment and destruction technologies to safely and economically reduce or eliminate PFAS from biosolids, such
as pyrolysis and gasification that will still allow for the continued use of the nutrient-rich byproduct.

We thank you for your leadership on these critical issues and would welcome the chance to engage further as you look
for solutions to address concerns in lllinois. Please do not hesitate to contact Emily Remmel (eremmel@nacwa.org) on
NACWA's staff if you have any questions or would like to discuss.

Sincerely,

Adam Krantz
CEO




NACWA Suggested Biosolids Land Application Principles and Talking Points — September 2022

What are municipal biosolids? As part of the wastewater treatment process, liquids are separated from
solids. The solids are then treated and result in a semisolid product referred to as biosolids. Wastewater
agencies nationwide generate nearly 7.2 million dry metric tons of this byproduct annually, which they
manage through three primary methods — incineration, landfilling, and land application. Each of these
options are critical to utilities across the country, have undergone decades of scientific study, and are
governed by a robust set of federal and state regulations to ensure the safety and sustainability of each
method.

Land application puts the biosolids that every community generates into productive use, improving
sustainability. The majority of biosolids generated across the country are put on farmland for fertilizer,
and for important reasons. EPA and many states regulate biosolids land application and past studies
have shown that land applying biosolids is safe for the environment. Land application offers multiple
benefits including recycling nutrients to improve soil health and vegetative growth, restoring vitality to
degraded lands, sequestering carbon, and enhancing the capacity of soil to absorb and hold water.

Biosolids land application also reduces reliance on manufactured chemical fertilizers and pesticides,
which ultimately reduces the amount of the hazardous constituents found in chemical fertilizers and
pesticides from entering and impacting waterways. In addition to the multiple environmental benefits,
biosolids provide a more affordable option for farmers compared to chemical fertilizer.

| am being asked by my Board, the public, the press, and/or farmers if my utility’s biosolids are safe
for land application. What do | say? Decades of study at the federal and state levels have found land
application to be safe, when done in accordance with established regulations.* The Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) all support biosolids land application. Nearly every U.S. state and Canadian
province regulates and allows biosolids land application and biosolids have been widely used on farms
and other lands across North America for decades.

Many major universities have studied biosolids use on soils and accept the safety of this management
practice, finding little risk when used according to regulations.? To date, no findings or determinations by
any federal agencies related to PFAS or the presence of PFAS in biosolids have called into question any of
the existing studies or regulations that have found land application to be safe.

What about the recent EPA health advisories for certain PFAS in drinking water, or EPA’s action to
propose a rule identifying certain PFAS chemicals as a hazardous substance? How do these actions
impact biosolids? EPA’s recent health advisories for certain PFAS compounds in drinking water are
based on an initial, limited scientific understanding of the potential impact of those compounds on
humans over a lifetime of consuming the chemicals through drinking water. There is no scientifically

1 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute of Food and Agriculture published a report in June 2020 (Research Committee
W4170) that contains an excellent bibliography with many of the studies completed over the years on land application of biosolids. The report
was developed to rebut claims from a U.S. EPA Office of Inspector General Report raising questions about the biosolids program.

NACWA does not suggest that utilities share the USDA report directly with the press or others as it is extremely technical in nature. However,
the report does include references to individual studies from the federal government, academics and other entities if utilities are asked about
examples of past studies on land application.

2See Footnote 1.



defensible way to apply those health advisory levels when evaluating PFAS risk in biosolids nor the levels
of PFAS in biosolids. People do not drink biosolids and any comparison between the health advisory
levels and quantities of PFAS in biosolids is inappropriate and not scientifically valid. EPA is working on a
separate PFAS risk assessment designed specifically for biosolids; this assessment will evaluate any
potential risks to human health and the environment due to the presence of PFAS in biosolids. EPA will
update its existing regulations, if necessary, when that assessment is done.

Similarly, the EPA rule proposal to classify PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under the federal
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) does not
fundamentally change the current regulatory environment governing biosolids. The proposal must still
undergo rigorous public review and comment, and EPA must then go through an extensive review and
response to the public comments before finalizing the rule. EPA has also made clear in its
communications around the proposal that the intent of the proposal is not impact the operations of
public clean water agencies.? Additionally, it is highly unlikely that wastewater treatment plants will
release enough PFOA or PFOS (one pound or more over a 24-hour period) to trigger CERCLA’s reporting
requirements.

Switching away from land application is complicated, facility specific, and creates significant tradeoffs.
Before considering any limits on land application, we must consider the potential alternatives. Biosolids
cannot be avoided or eliminated; they are produced by human beings using the sewer system 24/7/365
and changing management methods is no easy task given the volume that is produced daily. The three
primary management options—land application, landfilling, and incineration—each have tradeoffs that
utilities have carefully evaluated before determining which option or combination of options makes the
most sense for their community. In many cases, land application has been viewed as the most
environmentally responsible option.

For most utilities that are land applying, sending biosolids to a landfill would likely be the next available
option. But doing so creates increased demand for landfills. Landfill use also may be constrained by the
high liquid content of the biosolids and concerns about landfill stability. Landfills are carefully
scrutinizing wastes they receive as they are also under pressure due to PFAS concerns.

Landfills receive PFAS in a wide range of household and commercial wastes, which will enter landfill
leachate that may ultimately get sent back to wastewater treatment plants — so landfilling biosolids (or
any product) does not eliminate the potential problem. There are also concerns, in some cases, over
where landfills are located, including potential impacts on environmental justice communities and the
impacts of emissions and hauling-related nuisances.

Reliance on sewage sludge incineration is a limited option given the decline in overall sewage sludge
incinerator capacity because of rising operational costs due to increasing pollution control requirements
and local opposition to the siting of new incinerator units. There is also uncertainty about the fate of
PFAS through incineration and concern that PFAS may not be completely destroyed but rather
transported into surrounding communities through air emissions.

3 EPA noted in its press release announcing the rule that it is “committed to doing further outreach and engagement to hear from impacted
communities, wastewater utilities, businesses, farmers and other parties during the consideration of the proposed rule.”



Regulatory actions need to be practical and focused on reducing risk. PFAS is not the first chemical
class to raise biosolids concerns. EPA is required to regularly assesses biosolids pollutant trends and is
mandated by law to identify new pollutants present in biosolids. EPA studies the pollutants to
understand their fate and transport and potential risk to public health and the environment. If risk is
found from biosolids, EPA starts a process to regulate and set standards.

Work at EPA to conduct a risk assessment for PFAS in biosolids is underway and should be complete by
2024. If EPA determines that the risk from PFAS warrants additional regulation of biosolids, clean water
utilities will do their part to meet those new standards.

However, EPA initiating a risk assessment does not mean that a risk will be found. For example, EPA has
studied many chemicals, including dioxins and furans, which are toxic to public health. But the low levels
found in biosolids, combined with limited exposure, has shown that there is no need for regulatory
standards.* This science-driven process must also play out around action on PFAS; and in doing so, will
improve confidence related to biosolids safety.

Utilities are partners in reducing PFAS. Clean water agencies do not manufacture or create PFAS. Clean
water agencies exist to protect public health and the environment. While clean water agencies cannot
control what they receive, through tools such as the Clean Water Act (CWA) pretreatment program they
can work with industries in their service area to limit pollutants being disposed of in their wastewater
systems. This includes using the pretreatment program to limit discharges of PFAS to the sewer system.

Critically, however, pretreatment controls can only address concentrated and known industrial or
commercial sources. Clean water utilities do not have authority to control or reduce sources of PFAS
from homes and many businesses. And because PFAS are ubiquitous in the environment and found in
virtually every home and residential waste stream, industrial controls alone cannot eliminate PFAS
entering our water systems. This may put utilities in an impossible situation if extremely low levels, even
below the levels of detection, are set by EPA or states as actionable levels.

Manufacturers should have ultimate responsibility and accountability and polluters should pay.
Actions to address PFAS, including changes to biosolids management, can be extremely costly for
communities. This is due to the ubiquity of PFAS after its decades of commercial use, the technical
challenges of treating chemicals designed for indestructability, and the extremely low levels (part per
trillion) being found to potentially pose health risks in drinking water. Those who manufactured these
chemicals should be responsible for any needed remediation and the ultimate transition away from
PFAS use. Public water and sewer utilities and their customers should not bear the potentially staggering
costs of cleanup.

Controlling PFAS will require producers and distributers of the chemicals to reduce or eliminate their
continued use in everyday products and industrial processes. Reducing or eliminating PFAS in clean
water systems while the pollutants are still being widely used in commerce is a losing battle and an
inefficient use of resources. The clean water sector supports source reduction and pollution prevention
for PFAS, just as it has with other chemicals in the past.

Controlling and reducing the prevalence of PFAS that are of known significant concern must be
addressed through federal laws and regulations that prevent their manufacture and use in commerce

4 https://www.epa.gov/biosolids/dioxins-sewage-sludge




and/or their release to the environment. Absent any coordinated, comprehensive action to substantially
curb the manufacture, use, and disposal of PFAS, states and communities will still have a PFAS problem
regardless of steps taken to control biosolids.

FOR UTILITIES CURRENTLY SAMPLING OR DOING SOURCE IDENTIFICATION FOR PFAS - Clean water
utilities are committed to better understanding how PFAS may be entering their wastewater
treatment systems. In advance of EPA standards, many utilities and some states have begun proactively
studying and assessing PFAS coming into their systems via wastewater streams, leaving in effluent or
residuals, and throughout the watershed. In some cases, the data and information are helping point to
concentrated sources of PFAS such as industrial users that can be targeted for source reductions. At the
same time, the data show the ubiquity of PFAS across the environment at low levels due to everyday
domestic use of the chemicals, underscoring the importance of new federal and/or state controls on
how and when these chemicals are used.



City OF

BROKEN ARROW

Where opportunity lives

Office of the City Manager

March 19, 2025

State of Oklahoma Legislators
State Capitol Building

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

RE: CITY OF BROKEN ARROW RESOLUTION 1636 — A RESOLUTION
OPPOSING TOTAL BAN OF LAND APPLICATION OF BIOSOLIDS

Dear Honorable State Legislator:

During the current State of Oklahoma legislative session, several Bills regarding the total ban of the land
application, sale, and/or distribution of treated wastewater sewer sludge and/or biosolids have been
introduced and debated in various Senate or House Committees. Most of these Bills are tied to the
uncertainties and concerns associated with the family of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances
more commonly referred to as PFAS. No question that these chemical compounds need to be addressed,
but we need to ensure that we follow the more current and accurate scientific-based approaches. If we
overreact, our actions can have devasting consequences to our communities and ultimately to our state.

On March 18, 2025, the governing body of the City of Broken Arrow approved and authorized the
execution of Resolution 1636 and directed the City Manager to communicate this resolution to our elected
officials and other important stakeholders. Enclosed, please find Resolution 1636 as well as a brief
Overview of Proposed Impacts should any of these Bills become law. On behalf of the governing body,
Broken Arrow requests that you oppose these Bills and, we likewise encourage you to work with the
Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) to establish and adopt a more comprehensive
sewer sludge and biosolids management plan for the entire state of Oklahoma that meets the regulations
and rules of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

In addition, the City of Broken Arrow looks forward to your favorable response to this Resolution and is
willing to meet with you and discuss the mattér in more detail should you desire. Thank you for your
attention and consideration regarding the critical matter. You may reach out to me at 918-259-2400.

Respectfully,

bk -

Michael L. Spurgeon
City Manager

Xc: City of Broken Arrow Council Members

Mr. Kenneth D. Schwab, P.E., S.E.. CFM, Assistant City Manager — Operations
Mr. Timothy Robins, P.E., Utilities Director

P.O. Box 610, Broken Arrow, OK 74013 + Tel (918) 259-8419 - Fax (918)259-8226 - www.brokenarrowok.gov



RESOLUTION NO. 1636

A RESOLUTION OF THE BROKEN ARROW CITY COUNCIL REGARDING
PROPOSED STATE-MANDATED RESTRICTIONS OF MUNICIPAL SEWER SLUDGE
OR BIOSOLIDS DISPOSAL AND THE CITY OF BROKEN ARROW’S OPPOSITION TO
THE PASSING OF OKLAHOMA SENATE BILLS SB003 AND SB268, AS WELL AS
OKLAHOMA HOUSE BILL HB1726

WHERAS, the City of Broken Arrow, and the Broken Arrow Municipal Authority
(BAMA), its public trust, is committed to protecting the health, safety, and welfare of its residents
and those of the state of Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, the City of Broken Arrow solely owns and operates the Lynn Lane
Wastewater Treatment Plant, and jointly owns and operates the Haikey Creek Wastewater
Treatment Plant in conjunction with the Regional Metropolitan Utility Authority (RMUA); and

WHEREAS, the City of Broken Arrow uses and implements effective and efficient sewer
sludge and biosolids management techniques that comply with all federal, state, and local rules
and regulations; and

WHEREAS, these sewer sludge and biosolids management techniques more specifically
include land application and disposal of treated product at a landfill; and

WHEREAS, land application of treated waste byproduct of municipal wastewater
treatment operations has been a federally accepted and state-approved safe, and cost-effective
option since treatment of wastewater operations commenced; and

WHEREAS, the chemicals known as PFOS (Perfluorooctane Sulfonate) and PFOA
(Perfluorooctanoic Acid), collectively and incorrectly referred to as "Forever Chemicals," are
synthetic substances that have gained widespread attention due to their commonplace in the
environment, their persistence against degradation, and their potential health impacts; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued guidelines for PFOS
and PFOA regarding drinking water but has only recently released a “draft” risk-assessment for
their presence in wastewater sewer sludge and biosolids, thereby leaving state governments to
individually determine appropriate regulatory actions; and

WHEREAS, states are generally adopting three (3) main approaches regulating PFOS and
PFOA in sewer sludge and biosolids management, more specifically including: (1) “non-
scientific” emotional-based approaches based on public opinion, such as total bans on land
application; (2) a “scientific” restrictions-based approaches that seek to set certain specific
chemical composition limitations on the product supported by scientific evidence; and (3) a
“scientific” producer-based approaches that seeks to regulate the amount that can be released into
a sanitary sewer collection system at the point of discharge to the system; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 003 (SB003) proposes a total ban on the land application of any
sewage sludge and biosolid material, Senate Bill 268 (SB268) prohibits the application and sale of
such materials, and House Bill 1726 (HB1726) focuses on prohibiting the land application,
spreading, sale, and distribution of biosolids and certain materials containing sewer sludge; and



WHEREAS, the passage of these bills would immediately create state-wide hardships and
result in the following: (1) funding shortfalls due to increased capital and operational costs for
each municipal utility provider, (2) potential landfill capacity availability and sustainability
impacts, (3) elimination of beneficial uses generated from the treated waste product, (4)
elimination of other viable alternatives thereby inducing market instability, and (5) infringement
upon property-owner rights therefore creating unnecessary legal challenges and unintended
consequences to the residents of Broken Arrow, as well as other Oklahomans; and

WHEREAS, the City of Broken Arrow supports the “scientific-based” approaches to
managing PFOS and PFOA in sewer sludge and biosolids, emphasizing the need to apply “peer-
reviewed” scientific evidence in the decision-making process to develop statutes and regulations;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed bills, as presented, are seen as misdirected in focus, premature
in nature, based on emotional concerns and not scientific evidence, and are contrary to current
federal or state proper authority’s understandings and position regarding this subject matter; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma,
as follows:

e Formally opposes the passage of Oklahoma Senate Bill 003, Oklahoma Senate Bill 268,
and Oklahoma House Bill 1726.

e Urges the Oklahoma State Legislature to reconsider these identified bills and work
collaboratively with Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality and local
governments to develop more balanced and effective waste management regulations that
are based upon a more comprehensive and scientific-based understanding,

e Directs the City Manager to communicate this resolution to the appropriate state
legislators and other stakeholders.

e Encourages residents and local businesses to express their concerns regarding these bills
to their appropriate state elected officials.

ADOPTED by the Council: March 18, 2025.

A?&T: Mayor
vy
s Do

(SEAL) City Clerk

A/P ROVED AS TO FORM:

S UAN—

City Attorney
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TOTAL BAN OF LAND APPLICATION
OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED IMPACTS
MARCH 13, 2025

Misaligned Focus. As written, the bills focus on the result of the chemical constituents in

wastewater not the cause of the compounds.

1.1) Municipalities are “passive receivers” not active generators of the chemical
compounds of concerns.

1.2) Greater legislation on the actual product manufacturing process and on
pretreatment requirements at the producer end will be more effective.

Inadequate Timeline. As written, the bills do not allow for a realistic timeline to implement

the desired action.

2.1) Municipalities need more time to implement the change due to design, permitting,
and construction schedules required to ensure public health and safety.

2.2) Manufactures may need more time to address supply chain shortages of and lead
time to fabricate certain specific equipment require to implement the changes.

Funding Constraints. As written, the bills will create immediate funding shortfalls in

municipality’s balanced budgets that will need to re-evaluated and re-prioritized,

potentially pushing back critical projects, to implement the timelines.

3.1)  Significant capital improvement costs will be associated with the desired change
that will be passed on to the rate payers immediately.

3.2)  Substantial operational and maintenance costs likewise will occur with the desired
improvements and will be passed on to the rate payers.

Diminished Beneficial Uses. As written, the bills will eliminate several beneficial uses of

the end byproduct of the municipal treatment of the waste process.

4.1)  Beneficial uses in the agricultural industry, forest reclamation efforts, and
commercial and private composting activities will be eliminated.

4.2) Toreplace the loss of these beneficial uses, other synthetic alternates may create
adverse economic impacts and other health concerns for the end users.

Landfill Limitations. As written, the bills eliminate federally accepted and state-approved

alternatives, that coupled with the cost-prohibitive reality of other alternatives, effectively

force municipalities to dispose of treated waste byproducts in landfills.

5.1)  Legitimate concerns with respect to the availability and the subsequent
sustainability regarding actual and future capacities of the landfills within the state.

5.2) “State-forced” single disposal method reduces the competitive market thereby
driving up cost fluctuations without cost controls measures to assist.

Legal Challenges. As written, the bills most likely will create legal challenges on its

constitutionality since it arbitrarily restricts and eliminates certain specific property rights

from land-owners without due cause or just compensation.



